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“...gesture and space surging from a place of heart-felt and uid 
integrity...Penn exudes such enthusiasm and love for the music—it 
is simply impossible not to feel uplifted.”   - JAZZTIMES

Clarence Penn has been one of the most dynamic drummers in jazz 
since his New York City arrival 33 years ago. His work with Wynton 
Marsalis, Betty Carter, Diane Reeves and Michael Brecker has been 
extensively documented, as have his own musical explorations, 
including 2014’s “Monk: The Lost Files.” “Behind the Voice” goes a 
whole new direction as Penn unfurls inventive reimaginings of the 
works of inuential drummers behind some of the greatest pop music 
created. Songs by Phil Collins, Levon Helm, Stevie Wonder, Peter 
Gabriel & Dave Grohl receive expansive modern treatments through 
Penn’s production along with a bevy of collaborators, including 
vocalists Kurt Elling, Aaron Marcellus & Toku, guitarists Adam Rogers 
& Gilad Hekselman, and many more. “...a celebration of their artistry, 
their passion, and their indelible mark on the music we cherish.” 

1  SEND ONE YOUR LOVE  3:19  

2  COME TALK TO ME  5:36  

3  GROWING TRADE  4:09  

4  SOMETIMES IT SNOWS 
    IN APRIL  5:54   

5  EVERLONG   3:56  

6  HEART OF THE MATTER  4:59   

7  WHY CAN’T IT WAIT TILL 
    MORNING  3:49   

8  HUMAN NATURE  3:57   

9  YOU ARE  3:46  
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vocal  AARON MARCELLUS (1,7)
KURT ELLING  (2), TOKU (3)
CHELSEA JACKSON (4,9)
EMILY BRADEN (6)

GILAD HEKSELMAN (2)guitar  

TOM GUARNA (3), CHRISTOPHER 
BRUCE (4), ADAM ROGERS (5,8)

 JAMES GENUS (2,3)bass 

DARRELL FREEMAN (7)
YASUSHI NAKAMURA (8,9)

GREGOIRE MARET (3)harmonica  

 SHEDRICK MITCHELL (3,4,7)piano,keys, organ

  DOUG DEHAYS (3)saxes

 MARSHALL GILKES trombone 

drums, percussion, keyboards, vocorder
CLARENCE PENN 

produced, arranged, recorded by
CLARENCE PENN 

CLARENCE PENN
BEHIND THE VOICE

Produced by Clarence Penn
Recorded by Clarence Penn at Penn Station Studio, Brooklyn, NY
Recorded Sept 2021-July 2023
Mixed by Charles Haynes at contrlroom studio, Boston, MA
Mastered by Chris Longwood at 
Chris Longwood Mastering, Houston, TX 
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